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Our Mission
Empower people with Parkinson’s in 
British Columbia through providing 
resources and services to enable 
self-management, self-reliance, and 
self-advocacy.

 What is Parkinson’s Disease?
Parkinson’s disease is caused by a 
loss of dopamine in the brain and is 
the second most common chronic 
neurodegenerative disorder after 
Alzheimer’s disease. Both motor and non-
motor symptoms may be experienced, 
such as tremor, rigidity, slowness of 
movement, difficulty with speech, sleep 
disturbance, and mood disorders. 

There is currently no known cure. It is 
estimated that there are approximately 
15,000 individuals living with Parkinson’s 
in British Columbia. Experts predict that 
the incidence of Parkinson’s will double 
by 2040. While the vast majority of 
people with Parkinson’s are over 60, 20% 
are diagnosed before the age of 50 and 
many are in their 30s and 40s.

VIOLA CHAN 
PERSON WITH PARKINSON’S

Viola will be featured in a 
segment with Fairchild TV on 
April 22, 2023 to discuss her 
journey with Parkinson's disease. 
Further details will be provided 
on Parkinson Society 
BC's website once the 
interview is available.



 • The BC Ministry of Health confirmed funding for a second neurosurgeon to perform 
Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) surgery in British Columbia. This step is essential in 
reducing the lengthy waitlist and improving the quality of life for those living with 
Parkinson’s disease. 

 • We continue to invest in an innovative approach to expand holistic care for those 
affected by Parkinson’s disease. We are providing incentive funding in two health 
authorities to support a team approach to care in the Victoria and Kelowna 
movement disorder clinics. We began a similar investment with Vancouver 
Coastal Health Authority for the UBC Movement Disorder Clinic, adding a part-time 
occupational therapist and part-time speech-language pathologist. We are investing 
$500,000 over five years (2020-2024; 2021-2026) to improve care in each of these 
heath regions. Funding was also offered to Vancouver Island Health Authority for a 
full-time speech-language pathologist in Nanaimo.

 • We have increased access to specialized therapies by expanding our Virtual 
Physiotherapy service, which aims to reduce barriers to Parkinson's-specific treatments. 
For people meeting certain criteria, this service is available free of charge.

 • We continue to provide free clinical counselling to both people with Parkinson's 
and their loved ones.

 • To help individuals better navigate the complexities of the healthcare system, the 
Society has hired a new part-time Healthcare Navigator, an important addition in 
strengthening our information and referrals service. 

 • Our educational events continued to be provided in a primarily virtual format 
to remain as accessible as possible. However, we have also hosted several 
in-person events throughout the 2022 year, including our highly-anticipated 
provincial conference, Moving Forward, Together, which fostered an educational 
and inspirational space to enrich connections between people with Parkinson's, 
carepartners, friends, and healthcare professionals.

 • We are continuing to invest in research through funding partnerships with 
Parkinson Canada and the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research. 
These groups aim to build capacity among the next generation of Canadian 
researchers, contribute to the collective understanding of this complex disease, 
and further the search for a cure.

 • We are ensuring that every person touched by Parkinson’s has a community behind 
them by strengthening our provincial network of over 50 support groups, so that no 
one has to walk alone on this journey.

Thank you for helping us continue to support and uplift the Parkinson’s community in 
British Columbia. Together, we can ensure that every person touched by this disease 
has the resources and services they need to live life to the fullest.

Signed,

Our Picture of Financial Accountability 
To view a copy of our audited 2022 Financial 
Statements, please visit www.parkinson.bc.ca.

Executive 
Message

Message from 
Finance Committee

In 2022, we at Parkinson Society British Columbia have worked tirelessly to further our 
mission of empowering the Parkinson's community in this province. Throughout the 
year, we continued to inform our decisions by building and maintaining connections with 
the individuals that rely on us, including carepartners, families, people with Parkinson’s 
disease, and healthcare professionals. Thanks to your generous support, here are some 
ways we are working to help people touched by Parkinson’s disease in BC:

Jean Blake CEO Andrew Davenport CHAIR

The Society enters 2023 with reserves 
equal to 18 months of its historical 
expenses, which provides the Board 
with further opportunity to actualize 
our strategic priorities. The Board 
continues to review opportunities to 
further increase the Society’s impact 
and reach throughout BC.

Revenue 2022 

Expenses 2022 

58%

20%

 $656,943 Donations 

 $470,560 Special Events 

Investments + 
Other Income

-  $442,931
Net Unrealized Loss

4%
Public Awareness, 
Communication 
& Advocacy: $95,132

3%
Governance & 
Administration: 
$77,807

 $232,169 Bequests 

15%Fundraising: 
$315,938

Research: 
$427,500

Support Services: 
$1,254,195



INDIVIDUALS 
Leadership Circle · $5,000+
• Anonymous
• Dorothy and Albert Anderson
• Roberta Lando Beiser
• Russ and Karen-Lea Grant
• Gary and Cathy Harasym 
• Jurgen and Ingrid Kahl 
• Raymond and Margaret 
 Karmazenuk
• Lillian Schreiner

INDIVIDUALS 
Benefactors Circle · $1,000–$4,999
• Anonymous (30)
• Dean Alexander
• Martin and Arlene Anderson
• Peter and Marie Baigent
• James Bartlett
• Barbara Beazley
• Jean Blake
• Kathryn Bonitz
• Merv and Carol Boschman
• Jennifer Bowman
• Todd Brown
• Linda Bruder
• Craig Chisholm
• Christopher and Niki Cumming
• Evelyn Davis Johnson 
• Linda Dawson
• Graham Day
• Victor Dyck
• Ralph and Linda Emsland
• Jean Erickson
• Murray and Carol Firth
• Jeanette Fisher Pynn
• Jean H. Flintoft
• Matthew Freeman
• Abe and Lillian Friesen 
• Brian Gabriel
• Margo Gartner
• Janice and Terry Gibbon
• Karen Giesbrecht
• Brian W. Gillespie
• Grace Harling 
• Michael A. Harling
• Carolyn Harper
• Deborah and Garry Hartley
• Ruth C. Henderson
• Margaux M. Hennebery
• Caroline Heshedahl and 
 Walter Sudmant
• Janice and Rodney Hobbs
• Mark and Angela Hutchinson
• Ruth and Donald James
• John Johnson and Eva Maria Moser
• John King
• Chris and Bob Kozakowski
• The Lake Family’s All One Fund
• Maureen Legg 
• Patti Leggett
• Linda Leslie
• Marna Leslie
• Roberta and Angus Leslie
• Jennifer Lorz
• Diane Marsh 
• Bill Mathieson and Meg Clarke
• Ellen McCurrach
• Wray McDonnell
• Alan and Holly Meadows
• Ryan and Melissa Mew
• Joh-anna Mordhorst
• Norah Morrow
• Joseph Negraeff

• Robin and Judith Nelson
• Alison Norman and Brian Pollard
• Marilyn and Darcy Olson
• Rendy and Brian Olthuis
• Jacqueline Ordronneau
• Jane Osterloh
• James H. Patterson and 
 Lauren Kwan
• Paul Pearlman and 
 Stephanie Soulsby
• John Priestman
• Daniel Remenda 
• David and Elaine Rickards
• Claire Finch and Steve Russell
• John Sheehan
• Theresa Sheehan and Terry Ellis
• Laird and Annalee Siemens
• Alberta V. Sirosky
• Bernice and Michael Smerdon
• James Smerdon and 
 Deana Grinnell-Smerdon
• Richard and Joan Smyth
• Martti Solin 
• Mark Starkey
• Peter and Gabriele Stojak
• Suzanne Stothers 
• Dr. Jennifer L. Takahashi
• Carole Taylor
• Rob and Laurie Tedham
• Garry and Cheryl Toop
• Drew Urquhart
• Christopher Vollan
• Erika and Daniel VonBank
• Reg and Florence Walde 
• Malcolm Whittall
• Stan and Tilly Wiebe
• Sean Wiens
• Paul and Marguerite Zakus
• Sherri and Julian Zelazny

INDIVIDUALS 
Tulip Circle · $500–$999
• Anonymous (54)
• Janie Ackhurst
• Rob Aird
• Raymond and Doreen Alleyn
• Clifford and Carol Anderson
• Frank Anfield
• Craig Barton
• Lisa Beck
• Georgina and Barry Beddome
• Brian Begert
• John Benmore
• Barbara Bilsland
• Jill Boileau
• Sheryl Bolton
• Evelyn Bowersock
• Judy Brown
• Sylvia and Peter Bull
• Mark and Susan Bullock
• Stephen Carlman
• Viola Chan
• Melissa Cheevers
• Felicia Chen
• Harmandeep Singh Chhina
• David and Debbie Couling
• Nancy Coutts
• Pamela J. Cowan
• Barbara Cox and William Reed
• Paul Crofts
• Diane and Hubert Daignault
• Tony Dawson
• Barb and Gary Dean
• Elzo and Lynn deVries

• Prabhjot Dhillon
• Gavin Dirom
• Bruce and Delight Dobby
• Sheila Dodgshon
• Scott and Judy Drever
• Sharon Dyball
• Lorraine Fedorak
• Edward Fenn
• Nigel and Joan Fitzpatrick
• Stella Floro
• Alfred Forbrich
• Louise and Richard Fortin
• Kimberley Francis
• Sandra L. Fritz
• Alistair Galbraith
• Beverly and Kenneth Gelhorn
• Doug and Shannon Grant
• Steve and Lynda Grisack
• Marjorie Groves
• Annette Guenard
• Sandra Harrison
• Katharine Hennebery
• Kerry Hiebert
• James Higgins
• Holland Family Foundation
• Paul Hollands
• Victor Hori and Heather M. Yamada
• Sean Irvine
• Marnie Jarvis
• Peter M. Jarvis 
• Penny Jennings 
• Donald Kassa
• Jeff and Wendy Keeble
• George and Helen Kerr
• Sam Kerton
• Gerald and Debbie Koroll
• Pluto and Venus Kwon
• Mike Larsen
• Beverley Stanich's Family
• Murray Leith
• Marian Lewis-Peel
• Barbara Lockyer
• Colin and Kate MacBeath
• Doug MacDonald
• Michael MacKie
• Ronald MacRae
• Leanne and Craig Mah
• Tyrell Mara
• Patricia Mauch
• Barry and Barbara McBride
• Shirley McGillivray
• Bruce A. McIntyre
• Joanne Mcleod
• Max and Margrit Meier
• Ben and Dorothea Meulenbeld
• Roger and Dominique Miller
• Dr. Peter J. Molloy
• Brenda Mounce
• Mary Mowbray
• Harry and Elsa Murphy
• Margaret E. Mutch
• Todd Nicklin
• Mavis and Walter Norman
• Nick Nuraney
• Chris O'Connor
• Fumiko Oguchi-Chen
• Elizabeth Ohlson
• Gordon and Wendy Olinger
• Bob Oliver
• Kenneth Orchard
• David Pearson
• Iris Pierrot
• Dawn and Alan Pollock

• David Probst
• Leighton F. Pullen
• Dr. Allan Quigley
• Blair T. Quinn
• Deborah and Dave Ralston
• Mary Ann Elizabeth Ray
• Dr. Karla Reimer
• Eve and Jim Rimell
• Jenny Rinsma
• Marc and Vicky Rizzardo
• James Rogers
• Pam Rosengren
• Manvinder Sahota
• Greg and Danielle Schroeder
• Andrew Scott and 
 Katherine Johnston
• Maritta E. Seiler
• Toni and Jon Shapiro
• Bill and Carol Skjaveland
• Bill and Myrt Smeaton
• Ian Smith
• Robert M. Smith
• Arthur Smolensky
• Alicia Soon
• Ian Speckman
• Iris and Gordon Spencer
• Kareen Stanich
• Julie Steiner
• Lorraine and Allen Sundval
• Barry Taylor
• Mike and Cindy Trotman
• John and Linda Trueman
• Thomas Tully
• Patricia J. Twohig
• Jasdeep Uppal
• Tracey and Anibal Valente
• Monica and Gary Vaughn
• Judy Vogt
• Connor Waddell
• June Wakefield
• Kathleen and Terry Wallden
• Val Walters
• Maire and Duncan Watson
• Bryan White and Glennis 
 Davidson-White
• Max Whitney
• Jeffrey S. Wicharuk
• James Wiggins and 
 Duane Cromwell
• Jodi Wijenberg
• Monique Wilberg
• Carol L. Williams
• Taylor Williams
• Toni Williamson

ORGANIZATION 
Leadership Circle · $5,000+
• A&W (Newton/Strawberry Hill/ 
 Cloverdale, Surrey/Glenlyon, 
 and Burnaby)
• AbbVie Corporation
• Aqueduct Foundation
• Bank of Montreal
• Bell Media
• BMC Networks Inc. 
 Technology Services
• Corus Entertainment
• The Eagle Family Fund, held 
 at Nicola Wealth Private 
 Giving Foundation 
• The Lewis Family Fund, held 
 at Nicola Wealth Private 
 Giving Foundation
• Frances A. McClean and Charles 
 J. McNeely, Jr. IMP Fund, held at 
 Vancouver Foundation 

• Ocean Park Foundation
• Provincial Employees Community 
 Services Fund
• Stingray Radio
• The Raven Foundation
• The River Foundation
• The Alan and Doreen Thompson 
 Charitable Foundation

O RG A N IZ ATION 
Benefactors Circle · $1,000+
• Antham Capital Corp
• Bond Repro
• Canada Life
• Coast Capital Savings
• District of Sparwood
• Fidelity Investments Canada ULC
• Gorman Bros. Lumber Ltd.
• Grant from Audre Jackson for the 
 Sarah Jackson Memorial Fund via 
 Gift Funds Canada
• HAB Family Foundation
• IMPACT Parkinson's
• Jakobsen Foundation via Strategic 
 Charitable Giving Foundation
• JD Gatz Media Inc
• Kamloops Parkinson 
 Awareness Group
• King Bin Inc.
• Little Mountain Landscaping Ltd
• Loyal Order of Moose Lodge #1552
• McElhanney Ltd.
• Mega Electric Ltd
• Me-n-Ed's Enterprises Canada Ltd.
• Omineca Fabricating
• RBC Foundation
• RBC Royal Bank (Sparwood)
• Royal Bank Financial Group 
 Foundation
• Royal Canadian Legion Branch 
 No. 52
• Shawn G. Foundation, held at 
 Vancouver Foundation
• Sparwood Hose & Fittings
• Sunovion Pharmaceuticals 
 Canada Inc.
• Teck Coal Limited
• TELUS
• The Fograscher Family Fund, 
 held at Nicola Wealth Private 
 Giving Foundation
• The Hamber Foundation
• The Pekarsky Family Foundation
• Waypoint Insurance
• Whites Location Equipment 
 Supply Inc.
• Wilson M. Beck Insurance 
 Services Inc.

LEGACY 
GIFTS
• Estate of Marilyn Jean Angus
• Estate of Laurence Hayden Chisholm
• Estate of Anne Maureen Robertson
• Estate of Bryan James Sask
• Estate of Frank Alfred Storey
• Estate of Thomas John 
 Kenneth Thompson
• Estate of George Kennedy Tough

Special Thanks to Our Supporters

Note: We strive to ensure that 
each name is appropriately 
listed and spelled. Please let 
us know if we have made an 
error so we may correctly 
recognize you in the future.



Information and 
Referral Inquiries

In-Depth 
Consultations

C O N S U LTAT I O N + I N Q U I R I E S

 1 1,,773773  68 68
Hours New Clients

C O U N S E L L I N G

 1 1,,001001  183 183

 Our Year 
in Review 
2022

Given from the Estates of Seven Individuals

Raised for Superwalk

L E G A C Y G I F T S

F U N D R A I S I N G

 $ $232232,,169169

 $ $384384,,832832

Moving Forward, Together 
provincial conference in 2022

Hours Provided to Support the 
Society’s Programs, Services, 
Advocacy, and Fundraising

T H A N K YO U TO O U R V O LU NT E E R S

 3 3,,122122++

297297
Attendees at our 
Provincial Conference, 
Moving Forward, Together

  109109
Referrals from Healthcare 
Professionals through our 
PD Connect® Program

PD Connect®

Volunteers at Parkinson SuperWalk 
in Vancouver 2022



Other 
Achievements
Held two PD Warrior Training 
Courses for 58 Healthcare 
Professionals.

Hosted virtual open houses for 
the community that provide an 
overview of the programs and 
services offered by the Society

Supporting those with that have 
limited access to, or knowledge 
of, technology by offering 
printed resources by mail.

Introduced a Deep Brain 
Stimulation (DBS) Support 
Group for those who have 
received DBS surgery.

Provided professional facilitator 
training to our support group 
facilitators.

Launched a new healthcare 
navigation service designed to 
help the Parkinson’s community 
better navigate the complexities 
of the healthcare system.

Virtual Hours

New Clients

P HY S I OT H E R A P Y

248248
3737

Exercise, Activity, and 
Education Webinars

Participants 
Served

W E B I N A R S

 173 173

 4 4,,635635(Left to Right) Jaqueline Hubick, 
support group facilitator, Liz Janze, 
Education and Support Services 
Coordinator at PSBC, & Jean 
Blake, CEO of PSBC at Facilitators’ 
Training in 2022

PD Warrior certification training in 
Vancouver, September 2022

Parkinson SuperWalk in 
Abbotsford 2022

PD Warrior certification training 
in Kelowna, September 2022



Board of Directors

Our Staff

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

CHAIR 

Andrew Davenport

VICE CHAIR 

Dave Rickards

SECRE TARY 

Sherri Zelazny

TRE ASURER 

Martie Rose Mendoza

D I R E CTO R S

Michelle O’Connor, 
John Hougan, 
Mark Hutchinson, 
Sean Lee, Jim Wu, 
Richard Mayede, 
James Patterson, 
Cec Primeau, 
Elisabeth Sadowski, 

M E D I C A L A DV I S O R

Martin McKeown

CHIEF E XECUTIVE 
OFFICER 

Jean Blake

DONOR & MEMBER 
SERVICES COORDINATOR 
/ OFFICE MANAGER 

Susan Atkinson 

EDUCATION & SUPPORT 
SERVICES COORDINATORS 

Alana Dhillon, 
Liz Janze

EDUCATION & SUPPORT 
SERVICES COORDINATOR 
/ PHYSIOTHER APIST 

Shelly Yu

HE ALTHCARE NAVIGATOR 

Jennifer Allen

COUNSELLORS 

Tricia Wallace, 
Madelaine Ross, 
Courtney Doherty

SENIOR MANAGER, 
RESOURCE DE VELOPMENT 
& COMMUNICATIONS 

Alicia Wrobel

SPECIAL E VENTS & 
FUNDR AISING OFFICER 

Caroline Wiggins

MARK E TING & 
COMMUNICATIONS, 
SENIOR COORDINATOR 

Mirela Prime

MARK E TING & 
COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATORS 

Kat Perez, Nadia Ali

Phone:     604-662-3240 
Toll Free: 1-800-668-3330 
Fax:     604-687-1327

Address: 
Suite 600–890 West Pender St, 
Vancouver, BC V6C 1J9

www.parkinson.bc.ca 
info@parkinson.bc.ca

Follow Us: 
 @ParkinsonsBC

Charitable Registration Number: 
11880 1240 RR0001

Parkinson SuperWalk will return 
to British Columbia the weekend of 

September 9 & 10, 2023

parkinson.bc.ca/superwalk

Save the Date! 

Registration and information available 
beginning May 8th at:
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https://www.facebook.com/ParkinsonSocietyBritishColumbia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC65k63uHIXHFp-stRyQsBaQ
https://twitter.com/parkinsonsbc
https://www.instagram.com/parkinsonsbc/?hl=en
http://www.parkinson.bc.ca
mailto:info%40parkinson.bc.ca%20?subject=



